
3606 Bridge Avenue
Cleveland, Ohio 44113

216 • 281 • 6468
fax: 216 • 281 • 5112

edc@earthdaycoalition.org
www.earthdaycoalition.org

Organizations listed for identification, not endorsement

Scott Sanders, Chris Trepal
Executive Directors

Nick Swetye
Special Events

John M. McGovern
Clean Fuels

Dolores Watson
Grants Administrator

Dawn Wrench
Student Environmental Congress

O  u  r   e  a  r  t  h,   o  u  r    f  u  t  u  r  e

                                      Mission
Earth Day Coalition provides education,
inspires leadership, and encourages action
for a healthy environment.          Est.1990

founding member of Earth
Share of Ohio

Allan Dreyer, President
Barry Jereb, Vice President

Rockwell Automation
Wendy A. Jelinek, Secretary
Helen Zdrojewski, Treasurer

David N. Brown
Pamela L. Davis, AICP

NOACA
Jennie Dawes
H.C. Smith Ltd.

Caren Henry-Glatcz
EcoKiss Décor & Gifts
Daniel A. Jaffe, Esq.

Mark McClain
East Cleveland Up

Andrea Mitchell
Gary Nickerson

Gayle Norris
Scott Sanders

Executive Director
Mary Schrader, CSJ

Congregation of St. Joseph
Jim Sheehan

Ohio City Bicycle Co-op
Tom Szilagyi, Sr.

Sunrise Cooperative, Inc.
Chris Trepal

Executive Director
W. David Wright

The Nature Center at Shaker Lakes

TRUSTEES

Stanley Adelstein, Esq.
Virginia Aveni

Leonard  Calabrese
Commission on Catholic Community Action

Sandie L. Crawford
William M. Denihan

County Department of Children and Family Services
Jefferson H. Dickey, MD, MOH
Physicians for Social Responsibility

Theodore Esborn, Esq.
McDonald, Hopkins, Burke and Haber

Dr. Bernice Powell Jackson
United Church of Christ

Peter Lawson Jones, Esq.
Roetzel & Andress

Kenneth J. Kovach
Creative Stages, Ltd.

Joseph P. Meissner, Esq.
 Legal Aid Society

Michael Melampy, Ph.D.
 Baldwin Wallace College

Kevin Snape, Ph.D.
The Lubrizol Corp.

Bill Spratley
Green Energy Ohio

ADVISORY COUNCIL

STAFF

Dear Mayor and City Council members,

We are writing to you regarding an important community public health, environmental

and economic initiative. Idling is the operation of a vehicle’s engine while it is stopped.

Personal automobiles may idle for short amounts of time. However, trucks, busses and

some vehicles that use diesel fuel may idle for longer durations during loading and

unloading, providing service, supplying heat or cooling for the driver or passengers, or

merely when the vehicle is not moving.

Many states and municipalities have passed or are considering idle reduction ordi-

nances to improve public health and air quality, reduce noise, improve quality of life

and save fuel. There are many legal, technical and educational solutions to reduce

engine idling. We are asking you to consider adopting idle reduction legislation for

your community. Sample ordinances from the cities of Cleveland and South Euclid are

enclosed.

Here are some important idling facts to consider:

-reducing diesel idling will improve public health and our local air quality. Particulates,

carbon dioxide, carbon monoxide, nitrogen oxides and over 40 hazardous air

pollutants are present in diesel emissions.  Nitrogen oxides react with ozone to

create smog, and carbon dioxide contributes to Global Warming. Fine particle

pollution in diesel exhaust can aggravate asthma, allergies, chronic bronchitis and

other health concerns. Idle reduction will reduce residential neighborhood,

passenger and driver exposure to harmful toxics and their health impacts.

-reducing diesel idling will help save operating expenses for fuel costs (one hour of

idling consumes one gallon of diesel fuel) and maintenance, and lengthen engine life.

If you would like more information please do not hesitate to contact either John

McGovern or Chris Trepal. We have additional information, resources, and are

available to meet with you and your city representatives.

If you have passed idle reduction legislation or are considering such legislation please

let us know. We are keeping a database and hope to publicize our region’s important

efforts to improve public health and save resources. Thank you for your consideration.

Best regards,

John McGovern Chris Trepal

Director, Clean Transportation Program Executive Director

Earth Day Coalition Earth Day Coalition

216-281-6468 x 223 216-281-6468 x 227

jmcgovern@earthdaycoalition.org ctrepal@earthdaycoaliton.org
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